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The CASE of Si. William Chapman, Kn. 
and Bar. One of the late Directors of the 
South-Sea Company. 1 


8 29%%4 E was bred a Spaziſh Merchant, and as ſuch had traded for 26 Years, 
Goodies having always preſerv'd an unblemiſh'd Reputation in his Dealings 
£3 H N with all Men. : 

BI ENDS That the South. Sea Company having a Trade to the Spaniſh Indies, 
be was choſen a Director, and made Chairman of the Committee, for 
Buying of Merchandize, and was often the ſame to the Committee 
of Correſpondence, for foreign Parts; in both which, he diſcharg'd his Truſt with 
the utmoſt Regard to the Company's Intereſt, and the exacteſt Regularity in the ſaid 


Committees. 


It is the Cuſtom of all Courts of Directors, to divide themſelves into particular 


Committees, and to aſſign to each Committee particular Truſts, with Orders and 
Limitations for their executing the ſame, and the Court have no Cognizance 
0 what is done in the Committees, but as eacli Committee makes their Reports to 

. | 

That he was not of the Committee of Treaſury, nor knew of the Loan of any 
Money, exceeding the Limitations of the Court of Directors. 

He was not concern'd in the Contrivance of the Scheme, nor acquainted with the 
felling to, holding or taking in Stock for any Perſon, during the Dependance of the 
late Bill in Parliament, as he fully anſwer'd your Lord ſhips on his Examination. 

He had no Hand or Benefit in the Increaſe or Decr-aſe of the Subſcriptions. 

He knew not of the Selling any Stock or Subſcriptions, depoſited with the Com- 


: He never fold any Stock to the Company —- Nor to any Perſon, at the Time Or- 


ders were given to buy Stock for them. ts 
He borrowed no Money on the Loans of the Company, either on Stock or Sub- 


criptions: -. 


He was ignorant of any Deſign to take in a Fourth Subſcription, and abſent when 


the Court, of Directors agreed thereto. | 
As to the Declaration of the Dividend of 30 per Cent. at Chriſtmas, and 50 per 
Cent. for Twelve Years after, a Report was made to the Court from Fourteen Di- 
rectors, who had been in a Committee thereon, that by a Computation made the 
Company might continue the ſaid Dividend for Eifteen Years, which Report deceiv'd 
him, and he fold no Stock after the ſaid Declaration till it fell to 195, but lent of his 
own Money 6000 J. on 1100 J. Stock, moſt part of which Money is loſt. 
That during the whole TranſaQion he neither gave nor took any Premiums for 
Refuſal of any Stock or Dividend. EY | TR Age 
That his Family have liv'd with Character and Reputation, in this City, for many 
Years, but by this Bill, now before your Lordſhips, he is allow'd only 10000 J. for 
Subſiſtance of himſelf, his Wife and Children, and diveſted of a plentiful Eſtate. 


Therefore he humbly Hopes, That your Lordſhips, taking his Caſe into Conſideration, 
will not deem him guilty of any Crime, that may deſerve ſo ſevere a 'Pu1i;ment, and 

' will make him ſuch further eAllowance, as may enable him to be uſeful t9 his Conn- 
try, in carrying on his Trade, and ſubſiſting his Famih. | 
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